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CREWS PLACE MASSIVE AMOUNTS OF CONCRETE

The last of the major concrete pours for the main span of the bridge was completed this summer.

Reinforcing steel connects the foundation
to the cap. The bridge girders and driving
surface rest on the cap.

o

Summer temperatures meant nighttime concrete pours .

A massive amount of concrete for the

A carpenter builds forms for the tower legs.

Work continues on the 15th Street bridge over Interstate 64.

tower base rises above the Mississippi.
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SEVERAL PROJECTS NEAR FINISH

MISSOURI APPROACH, SEVERAL BRIDGES ALMOST COMPLETED

Several portions of
the Mississippi River
Bridge project are nearing
completion this fall.

Crews are now
wrapping up work for the
Missouri Approach, which
will carry traffic over
Broadway in St. Louis to
the cable stayed main span
of the new bridge over the
Mississippi.

The Missouri
Department of
Transportation will have
a ribbon cutting for the
event October 14, on the
approach.

Several other projects
in Illinois and Missouri
have been completed or
are nearing completion.

One of the largest and
most evident is the Cass
Avenue bridge. This bridge
closed in September 2007
because it was unsafe for
travel, and was removed
over two weekends in
February 2010.

For the past several
months, crews have been
constructing the new
bridge over the interstate.

“It was very important

Cass Avenue
October 7, 2011
10 a.m.
on the bridge

Missouri Approach
October 14, 2011
11 a.m.
on the approach
(access from
Howard and 7th)

to complete the Cass
Avenue bridge, We have
to remove a nearby bridge
as part of building the
new [-70 interchange with
the Mississippi River
Bridge, so we had to give
drivers an alternate route
across the highway,” said
Greg Horn, MRB project
director.

Hours after MoDOT
cuts the ribbon officially
opening the Cass Avenue
bridge on October 7, crews
will close the Howard and
Oth Street bridge to prepare
for demolition.

In Illinois, the
Exchange Avenue bridge
over [-55/70 is complete
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Construction crews place pre-fabricated
concrete panels on the new Cass Avenue bridge
during nighttime work. The concrete for the
bridge driving surface is placed over these
panels.

Crews are also
continuing to construct
the new exit and entrance
ramps to [-64 near 15th
Street.

and open. The new exit
ramp for Exchange should
be opening soon.

Over 1-64, crews are
working on the sidewalks
and parapets of the 15th
Street bridge.
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MAKING SENSE OF ROUNDABOUTS

“WAIT FOR THE BREAK”
KEY TO DRIVING

Drivers in Illinois are getting
used to a new roundabout
constructed at Baugh Avenue and
18th Street as a part of the new
Mississippi River Bridge project.

Two more roundabouts will be
constructed as part of the 9th Street
bridge project.

Roundabouts are an alternative
to traditional intersections that
are becoming more popular with
roadway designers because they are
safer. By keeping traffic moving
one-way in a counterclockwise
direction, there are fewer points
of conflict and traffic tends to
flow smoothly. The design of
roundabouts forces vehicles to slow
down and eliminates left-hand turns,
which reduces the possibility for
crashes. According to the Federal
Highway Administration, recent
studies have shown that roundabouts
can reduce crashes by 35 percent
and crashes resulting in injuries by
76 percent.

The “golden rule” in a
roundabout is to yield. All motorists
entering the roundabout must yield
to any traffic approaching from the
left, since there won’t be any traffic
on the right. Drivers should wait
for a gap or break to appear in the
flow of traffic before entering the

roundabout when there is a safe gap in

traffic.

Keep your speed low within the roundabout and stay
in your lane.

Emergency vehicles always have the right-of-way.
Always yield to them in a roundabout. If you have
not entered the roundabout, pull over and allow
emergency vehicles to pass. It you have entered
the roundabout, continue to your exit, then pull over
and allow the emergency vehicle to pass. Avoid
stopping in the roundabout.

Large vehicles like trucks may need extra room to
complete their turn; give them plenty of space.
Remember, that all turns are right turns in the
roundabout.

As you approach your exit, turn on your right turn
signal.

Yield to pedestrians and bicyclists as you exit

roundabout. Truck aprons should not
be used by cars, SUVs, or pickup

roundabout. of the roundabout. This lets large
vehicles that need more turning
space, such as fire trucks or other trucks.

emergency vehicles, use the

Roundabouts also have a truck
apron, a paved area on the inside
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LINE WORK
Bradford Baker, an
apprentice lineman
with the International
Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers,
Local 2, installs
conduit on the Cass
Avenue Bridge.
Baker started his
apprenticeship on the
1-64 project.

FIND MORE INFORMATION ON THE BRIDGE AT WWW.NEWRIVERBRIDGE.ORG
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