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NEW MISSISSIPPI RIVER CROSSING
RELOCATED I-70 and 1-64 CONNECTOR

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION
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The following persons may be contacied for addjtional information concerning this document:

o Mr. Ronald C. Marshall, P.E., Division Administrator; Federal Highway Administration
3250 Executive Park Drive; Springfield, Illinois 62703 - - - - - - Phone: (217) 492-4600

o Mr. James L. Easterly, P.E., District Engineer; Illinois Department of Transportation
1102 Eastport Plaza %)rive; Collinsville, Tllinois 62234 - - - - Phone: (618) 346-3100

o Mr. Stephen Knobbe; P.E., District Engineer; Missouri Department of Transportation
1590 WOodlake Drive; Chesterfield, Missouri 63017-5712 - - Phone: (314) 340-4200

ABSTRACT: The proposed action involves restructuring the St. Louis (MO)/East St. Louis (IL).
core-area interstate network o relieve congestion and traffic crashes on the Poplar Street

Bridge, which currently carries all interstate traffic across the Mississippi River at St. Louis on

the south side of downtown. I-70 will be rerouted on new alignment and over a new eight-

lane bridge across the Mississippi River on the north side of downtown, and an [-64 Connector

will link [-64 in Illinois to the new bridge. The proposed action will cut 3.5 kilometers (2.2

miles) off a through I-70 trip and 2.6 kilometers (1.6 miles) off a through 1-64/1-70 trip, as well

as better distribute traffic in downtown St. Louis. The existing [-55/70/64 interchange in Illinois

will be raised out of the water table, and the substandard Poplar Street Bridge approach

interchange in Misscari - /ill be rebuilt to provide a simplified approach and enhanced [-55

access. The existing I-70 segment in Missouri between the new [-70 bridge and the Poplar

Street Bridge will be resigned 1-44, and [-44 will be signed common with [-55 from the Poplar

Street Bridc?e to the divergence of the two interstates immediately to the south. Both east- and

westbound [-70 will have access to and from both Tucker and Fourteenth, major arterials in

the least-congested northwest sector of downtown St. Louis. The proposed action also

includes downtown fraffic control measures and a peak-period transit pricing incentive:
between Iliinois and downtown. The proposed action’s most significant effects include Section

4{f} involvement at the Jefferson National ansion Memorial and with four National
Register-eligible industrial buildings, relocation of 50 businesses involving some 400 jobs, and
effects on 15 hectares (37 acres) of wetlands and federally- and state-threatened decurrent
false aster (boftonia decurrens), which will be mitigated. The project is estimated to generate

some 21,000 person-years of direct, indirect, and induced employment, pump $1.2 billion into

the local economy, and help stimulate economic development in the core area.

Comments on this DEIS/(f) Statement are due by. dJune 20, 2000

and should be sent fo: Mr. James L. Easterly, District Engineer; IDOT
1102 Eastport Plaza Drive; Collinsville, IL 62234
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