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Crews work around the clock to break up concrete from 
the Cass Avenue Bridge in February.

Up to seven tracked backhoes demolish the Cass Bridge.

Crews break up concrete and remove steel fr
Street Bridge demolition.  Most of the steel fr
will be recycled. The concrete will be pulveriz
fi ll or roadway foundations on other MRB pro

Crews put sand under the Madis
highway during demolition.
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Crews pour a foundation for the pedestrian 
bridge near 15th Street in Illinois.  son Street Bridge to cushion the 
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Ironworkers place reinforced steel on one of the support piers for the pedestrian 
bridge near 15th Street in Illinois. The bridge will let pedestrians cross over I-64 
between Miles Davis Elementary School and Emerson Park Metrolink Station.
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LEADERS JOIN TO LAUNCH RIVER BRIDGE 

During the morning event, 
Secretary LaHood praised 
the efforts of both states, to 
include business and labor 
leaders, elected offi cials and 
the other individuals who 
contributed to bringing this 
bridge to reality. 

“My message today is 
for those of you who don’t 
think much about the kind 
of acrimony that goes on in 
Washington,” the secretary 
said, during his remarks 
in the ceremony. “Today 
is an example of the best 
bipartisanship in America, 
right here in the heartland of 
America. In the  job I have, there are 
no Democratic or Republican roads 
or bridges. When people put down 
their agendas and put aside their 
egos and do what people want, great 
things can happen.”

This “great thing” will be a 
$670 million dollar bridge over the 
Mississippi River — the third largest 
cable-stayed span in the United 
States.  The four-lane bridge will 
have two 400-foot tall towers, about 
two-thirds the height of the Arch, to 
carry the 1,500-foot main span. 

Leaders focused on two issues 
during speeches at the event – the 
overall economic impact of the 
project and the jobs – construction 
and otherwise – the bridge will 
contribute to the greater St. Louis 
Metropolitan area.

“We have come a long way,” said 
U.S. Congressman Jerry Costello, 
Illinois. “We would not be here 
without the help of a lot of people, 

both past and present. This (bridge 
project) is about jobs, this is about 
economic development, this is about 
reducing congestion, it’s about 
getting commerce from one coast to 
the other coast of the United States 
and it’s about improving the quality 
of life of the people who live in the 
St. Louis metropolitan region.”

Congressman Costello was one 
of two driving forces behind fi nding 
funding for the bridge. He was 
praised by attendees for his efforts 
to get funding for the bridge. The 
other driving force was U.S. Senator 
Christopher Bond from Missouri.

 “The bridge will drive economic 
development in the bi-state region 
for years to come,” said Senator 
Bond. “When we say economic 
development, that’s a big term that 
means jobs, jobs, jobs. That’s what 
we are looking for and that’s what 
we need.”

The senator referenced a report 
by the St. Louis Regional Chamber 

and Growth Association that 
estimates that the bridge 
project will create more 
than 1,500 jobs annually 
through 2014, and will have 
an economic impact of 
more than $235 million for 
Illinois and Missouri. 

“In the long term, this 
bridge will create more than 
$25 billion in new activity,” 
said Senator Bond. 

That’s good news for 
many, including Illinois 
Governor Pat Quinn who 
attended the event. 

 “The building of this 
bridge is going to create a lot of 
economic opportunity for many, 
many hardworking people,” said 
Governor Quinn. “When we work 
together for the common good, 
where no one worries about who gets 
the credit, it’s amazing what human 
beings can accomplish.”

And, though the two states have 
accomplished a great deal to come 
this far, outgoing MoDOT Director 
Pete Rahn threw down the gauntlet 
for bridge construction.

“You might not be able to see it, 
but there is a red crane down there 
that has already begun work creating 
the dock that’s going to be working 
and delivering this project by 2014,” 
said Mr. Rahn. “That might sound 
like a long time, but the reality is to 
build a structure like this and do it in 
a total of less than four years is rapid 
– lightning speed – for a project like 
this. We’re taking the lessons we 
learned from the I-64 project and 
applying them here.”

Former MoDOT director, Pete Rahn, right, 
presents a certifi cate to U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Ray LaHood.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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WORD ON THE STREET - WHAT OTHERS SAID DURING THE GROUND BREAKING
“Congestion is a job killer. 
When people are stacked up 
at the Poplar Street Bridge 
or any other bridge, they get 
discouraged from coming to 
this area, from working in their 
businesses, from traveling back 
and forth for visiting games and 

visiting attractions. Reducing congestion 
means more job opportunities.” — Senator 
Dick Durbin, Illinois

“When we were fi ghting to fi nd 
the money to fund this project, 
I challenged both IDOT and 
MoDOT to make diversity real, 
instead of just an afterthought. 
Today, I want to continue to 
urge that, to move forward in 
new and innovative ways to 
make this a reality. We want 
to work hard with all the partners working 
on this bridge to establish a new standard 
of diversity that can be a model for our 
region, both our states and our nation.” — 
Congressman Lacy Clay, Missouri

“I’ve driven across the Poplar 
Street Bridge like most of you 
throughout my whole life. I 
almost bit the farm about four 
or fi ve times as people crossed 
the lanes going from I-70 to I-55 
or trying to get to I-44. With this 
bridge, we will move I-70 traffi c  
north, and that will save lives. I 
think that is the greatest tribute to what can 
be said about this bridge.” — Congressman 
John Shimkus, Illinois

“You can’t describe the 
regional cooperation involved 
in this better. This will go down 
in the textbooks as the way to 
achieve regional cooperation 
and get the big things done for 
our region.” — Congressman 
Russ Carnahan, Missouri

“It’s especially important, 
because we believe in 
transportation in both Illinois 
and Missouri. It’s the heart and 
soul of our economy. We have 
to make sure we have enough 
bridges to build the kind of 
roads to reduce congestion, 
reduce emissions and help our 
environment.” — Illinois Governor Pat Quinn

 “The main contract is one 
of more than 30 construction 
contracts that we will engage 
in both Illinois and Missouri 
in order to make this program 
happen. And it’s going to create, 
as we might expect, a lot of 
important jobs in both states, 
at a time when it’s very critical 
that we provide job creation to our region.” 
— Gary Hannig, Illinois Department of 
Transportation Secretary

“This is what we can 
accomplish when we get 
together and we work together 
to make something happen. 
When we came together for 
the betterment of the region, 
we were able to get it done. We 
need to apply this lesson to 
everything else we do. We need to compete 
against the world, not against each other.” — 
St. Louis Mayor Francis Slay

“For too many years, we’ve 
wrestled in this area with 
hypothetical bridges. We sit on 
the bridges and say it’s time to 
add more lanes, it’s time to get 
us to work more quickly, it’s 
time to increase commerce to 
the region. So today is the end 
to that – the end to hypothetical 

bridges and the beginning of real bridges.” — 
St. Clair County Chairman Mark Kern
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FIND MORE INFORMATION ON THE BRIDGE AT WWW.NEWRIVERBRIDGE.ORG

MRB Project Offi ce
707 N. 2nd Street, Suite 300, St Louis MO 63102
Phone: (314) 453-1838 (New number!)

CONSTRUCTION CAMERAS GO LIVE
Construction cameras for the 

Mississippi River Bridge project are 
now live, providing images of work on 
the river bridge.

Two cameras, one facing the river 
and one facing what will become the 
Missouri Approach, are taking images 
of the project about every 10 minutes. 

At least two more cameras are 
expected to be added to the web site, 
one in Illinois facing the Illinois 
Approach and one near the Tri-Level 
Interchange when those projects get 
underway.

Camera views can be obtained in 
the Gallery on the Mississippi River 
Bridge webpage (www.newriverbridge.
org) or directly at http://oxblue.com/
pro/open/modot/mrbp. An image from the construction camera facing the river.




